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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1, 5, 6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "preferably" (lines 9 and 1 1 ) renders the claim 
indefinite because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of 
the claimed invention. 

Regarding claims 1 , 5, and 6, the phrase "in particular" (claim 1 , line 3; claim 5, 
line 3; claim 6, line 7) renders the claims indefinite because it is unclear whether the 
interface element must be a rail or guide element. 

Regarding claims 5 and 8, the phrase "or the like" renders the claim(s) indefinite 
because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
"or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "the connecting elements" in line 2 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Regarding claim 6, the phrase "if necessary" (line 4) renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following (or preceding) the phrase are part 
of the claimed invention. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Harris (US 4,871,337). 

As for claim 1, Harris discloses a sliding board (10), comprising an interface 
element (34) connected to the sliding board for arranging of binding elements on the 
upper side of the sliding board, characterized in that a cradle or cassette (18) is 
integrated into the sliding-board body, on which the interface element (34) is anchored, 
whereby the cradle or cassette (18) is connected to further sliding-board parts through a 
foamed core (16). 

As for claim 3, Harris further discloses a cradle having a number of locking 
openings (22), in which connecting elements (24) of the interface element are anchored. 

As for claim 5, Harris further discloses connecting elements (24) of the interface 
element that penetrate through holes constructed in the layers of the sliding board 
upper parts (see Fig. 3). 

Claims 6 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Piegay (US 5,836,604). 

As for claim 6, Piegay discloses a method for the manufacture of a sliding board, 
in particular a ski or a snowboard, where a preformed sliding-board upper part having 
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an upper cup (12) is connected to a sliding-board lower part (8) having steel edges (9), 
and foam (13) is introduced, characterized in that during the assembly of the sliding- 
board parts or layers at least one interface element (23 for arranging and guiding of a 
binding part is anchored (see 21 , Fig. 4) on a cradle or cassette (22) positioned 
between sliding-board parts, foam is subsequently introduced so that the interface 
element and the cradle or cassette are connected with one another, to the foam and the 
further sliding-board parts. 

As for claim 7, Piegay further discloses a foam core (see Fig. 4). 

As for claim 8, Piegay discloses foam (13) that is distributed through openings, 
holes or the like provided in the cradle or cassette within the sliding-board body (see 
openings in the cradle or cassette (16) in Fig. 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harris (US 4,871,337) in view of Piegay (US 5,836,604). 

Harris meets all the limitations of the claimed invention, but does not disclose 
intersecting bars or supports, and openings in the cradle or cassette. Piegay teaches 
such openings in the cradle or cassette (see Fig. 10) and intersecting bars or supports 
(16, 15b). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
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invention was made to make the sliding board taught by Harris with the cradle 
containing openings taught by Piegay, so that the interior of the ski would not be divided 
into multiple cavities, which would need to be injected with foam in separate processes. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Harris (US 4,871,337) in view of Allman et al. (US 6,641,162). 

Harris meets the limitations of the claimed invention, but does not disclose a 
clasp connection between the connecting elements and the locking openings. Allman 
teaches a sliding board comprising a connecting element (16) connected to a cradle 
(17) via a clasp connection (see Fig. 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the clasp connection taught by 
Allman et al. is an obvious variation of the screw connection taught by Harris. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record, but not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Riepler (US 7,011,331), Matsuda (US 3,915,456), Restani (US 
7,192,048), Andrus (US 6,612,605), and Kennedy (US 3,352,566) all teach sliding 
boards and methods of manufacturing thereof. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Katy Meyer whose telephone number is 571-272-5830. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Ellis can be reached on 571-272-6914. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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